Interleukin 6 (IL-6) is a pleiotropic cytokine that is highly expressed in response to ischemia and reperfusion. It has dichotomous roles in the heart, functioning both as an inflammatory mediator as well as a protective agent. The aim of this study was to evaluate the effect of IL-6 deficiency on the expression of apoptotic regulatory proteins under both baseline conditions and following induction of ischemia and reperfusion in the mouse heart. C57BL/6J IL-6-/-TMKopf (IL6KO) and C57BL/6J mice (WT) were subjected to 30 minutes of local reversible myocardial ischemia in vivo or a sham operation. The expression of Bcl-2, Bax and STAT3 in the heart was assessed by western blotting. Under both baseline conditions and following the sham operation, IL-6 deficiency was associated with reduced expression of Bcl-2 and Bax. The TUNEL-FITC, Evans blue and tetrazolium chloride staining of the hearts following ischemia and reperfusion revealed similar injury in operated IL6KO and WT animals. There was increased STAT3 phosphorylation in operated mice regardless of the genotype. Bcl-2 and Bax expression was also comparable between the mouse strains following ischemia and reperfusion. In summary, these results indicated that IL-6 deficiency affected the basal expression of apoptotic regulators, but this did not profoundly alter the extent of reperfusion injury or apoptosis in the mouse heart following ischemia and reperfusion.
